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Argument 

Applicants previously noted that the Office Action finally rejecting the present claims 
recognized numerous claim limitations recited in all of the present claims that were not taught in 
Debe, the single reference which is the basis of these §103 rejections, including: 

1 ) a first layer comprising platinum and said second layer being an alloy or intimate mixture 
of iron and a second metal selected from the group consisting of Group VIb metals, Group VHb 
metals and Group Vlllb metals other than platinum arid iron, 

2> where the atomic ratio of iron to said second metal in said second layer is between 0 and 

; 10, " T'y ; - ' ■ ■ ■ ^ [ ' " 

3) where the planar equivalentthickness mfio layer is 
: between 0.3 and 5, arid ■ ' ' " ■ . " ') 

4) wherein the average bi layer planar equivalent thickness bf said first arid second layers is 
less than 100 A. 

The Examiner's Answer again fails to find any specific teaching of these claim limitations 
in the Debe reference. With particular regard to limitations 3) and 4) above, the Answer points 
only to teachings in Debe reciting, the capabilities of vacuum deposition, but fails to point to any 
teaching or suggestion of these limitations required in each of the pending Claims, nor any similar 
limitations. 

In addition, the Examiner's Answer notes that "iron (Fe) is not explicitly disclosed" in the 
Debe reference. (Examiner's Answer at page 12, lines 15-16). Applicants note that claim 3 recites, 
"the atomic ratio of iron to said second metal in said second layer is between 0.01 and 1 0" 

Since rid prima facie case of obviousness is made over this single reference, Applicants 
assert that the rejection of claims 1-25 under 35 US.C. § 103(a) should be reversed. 
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Conclusion 

For tlie foregoing reasons, appellants respectfully Submit that the Examiner has erred in 
rejecting this application. Please reverse the Examiner on all counts. 
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